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About AuthorAID Ghana Hub

The AuthorAID Ghana Hub is a research initiative supported by the International Network for Advancing 
Science and Policy (INASP) and AuthorAID for researchers in Ghana with implementation partners such 
as Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital and the Dataking Research Lab of Dataking Consulting. 

Despite the strong demographic stance of African countries, the continent contributes less than 1% to 
the global research output and budgetary contributions to research and development are only about 
0.42% to the continent’s gross domestic product, which is below the global average of 1.7%. 

The Hub aims to create a knowledge-sharing environment driven by peer-to-peer learning for both 
health and social science researchers to enhance their research acumen.
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About AuthorAID Ghana Hub

Vision statement: To create a contemporary maturing environment for grooming the next generation of 

researchers in Ghana 

Mission statement: To create an ecosystem for an excellent trainer-trainee, mentor-mentee 

collaboration in research writing, publication and policy impact while having access to state-of-the-art 

research and scientific writing tools and techniques.

Values: Transparency, collaboration, equity, independence, sustainability
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Outcome Highlights
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Outcome highlights
2022 - 2023

● Launch of AuthorAID Ghana Hub

● Local Research Training

● Participation in MOOCs

● Research and Policy Events

● Blog Writing

● Policy Brief Writing

● Long Essay/Thesis to Journal 

Manuscript initiative (commenced)
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AuthorAID Ghana 
Hub Website

The website provides the mission 

and vision of the hub, the leadership 

team and the criteria for selection of 

mentors. It also has a list of mentors 

for the national hub.
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Launch of the AuthorAID Ghana Hub in Kumasi, Ghana. Virtual event on AI and research inline with DORA’s 

principles
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2024 Strategic Plan
Consolidation and Expanding Impact
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Overview

We are basing our plans for the lessons we have learnt from the last 2 years to develop the agenda for next year. 
First, we want to make the implementations of the initiatives agile yet effective to ensure we achieve the specific 
outcomes. In doing this, we will make it member driven, members-led and in a way that promote sustainability. In 
the past, some of our members moved on, some going for further studies in the Global North and some picking up 
research jobs. We want to drive a system that will ensure that we track our impacts along this lines. 

Moreover, we aim to build a system that drives knowledge sharing as a way to pay it forward better, but to do so 
earlier than pushing it to a longer period. We will also aim to see how research ideas have transitioned into a full 
blown research outputs in the form of working papers, pre-prints, journal articles, book chapters, book reviews, 
and policy briefs. In some cases, we will also track to see if there are some research ideas or results that have been 
implemented in practice, something we wish to encourage.
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Plans and Initiatives

1. Extend Collaborations to all major Universities
a. We already are in contact with the SRC and GRASAG executives of the universities for the leadership at 

undergraduate and graduate levels respectively
2. Hold 2 events each for the Universities, 1 for introduction and the other for specific focus to 

foster University focused virtual research clubs
3. Hold a National Research Writing Seminar
4. Further support research output development to help Undergraduates, Masters and PhD 

students
5. Foster connections to departments in areas like climate change, to drive multidisciplinary 

collaborations
6. Hold a Research Colloquium with awards for Best Paper, Best Peer Reviewer - allow for 

submission of articles in the form of a conference with a discussant and presentation of the 
works

7. Hold webinars on topical global issues where members lead the discussions
8. Continue to develop blog posts on relevant issues
9. Develop policy briefs on research related issues, that emerge from notable research works of 

members
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Timelines

Activities Timeline

Extend Collaborations to all major Universities Quarter 1

Foster connections to departments in areas like climate change, to drive multidisciplinary 
collaborations

Quarter 1 and 2

Continue to develop blog posts on relevant issues Quarter 1, 2. 3 and 4

Develop policy briefs on research related issues, that emerge from notable research works of 
members

Quarter 1, 2, 3, and 
4
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Timelines Cont’d

Activities Timeline 

Extend Collaborations to all major Universities Quarter 1

Hold 2 events each for the Universities, 1 for introduction and the other for specific focus to foster 
University focused virtual research clubs

Quarter 1, 2, 3, and 4

Hold a National Research Writing Seminar Quarter 3

Hold a Research Colloquium with awards for Best Paper, Best Peer Reviewer - allows for submission 
of articles in the form of a conference with a discussant and presentation of the works

Quarter 4

Hold webinars on topical global issues where members lead the discussions Quarter 1, 2, 3, and 4
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Hub’s Activities and Initiatives
2022 - 2023 Report
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Overview

Since 2022, the AuthorAID Ghana (Research) Hub has been up and running with a number of initial activities. 

In 2022, the Hub was launched and held a series of virtual research training sessions which students and earlier 
career researchers have benefited from. 

In 2023, the Hub has held a number of virtual research events to discuss pertinent research and some policy 
issues. Together with the Nigerian Hub and colleagues from Nepal, we have been collaborating for the research 
mentorship initiative for early career researchers and research students in the Global South. Besides, our 
members have conducted some blog article analysis or policy writings. Small pilot initiatives involved the support 
of undergraduate research students to complete their long essay project through the AuthorAID MOOC 
resources.
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Overview Cont’d

From now to 2024, we have established a number of milestones we aim to achieve at the end of 2024. 
This is based on our previous activities and the lessons we learnt from them. We aim to do the following:

● Collaborate with Ghanaian Universities through their student leadership fronts to promote 
research and policy analysis

● Hold annual national research colloquium
● Continue to promote research blog writing and policy brief writings
● Support journal article publication efforts of members

We proceed to provide a generic synopsis of the various activities we have undertaken and the upcoming 
initiatives. Further, we present the timelines of the proposed activities for the 2024 calendar year.
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Launch of the Hub

In 2022 December, the Hub’s official launch was held by the Dataking Research Lab together with the 
Okomfo Anokye Teaching Hospital at the Okomfo Anokye Teaching Hospital, Kumasi, Ghana. These two 
organisations have been the main research partners of the AuthorAID Ghana Hub. 

The aim of the launch was to unveil and introduce to young researchers the mission and vision of the Hub 
in developing the next generation of excellent researchers. 

Author Aid Ghana Hub trains 80 health, social science professionals in research, scientific writing, 
MyJoyOnline.com 
https://www.myjoyonline.com/author-aid-ghana-hub-trains-40-psychiatry-and-medical-professionals-in
-research-scientific-writing/
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Launch of the Hub Cont’d

This was achieved by the two parties through public display of the event on several social media platforms making known 
the aims and mission of the Hub which drew the attention of many young researchers who later participated in  research 
training events held under the Hub. 

For instance, through the launch of the Hub and its public display on social media handles, the Dataking Research Lab was 
able to receive interns from various institutions across the country who were trained and modeled by leading and 
experienced researchers. 

Some of these interns or mentees have developed some research expertise which supported them and smoothen their 
journey in writing their academic thesis and journals articles among others. 

This has been a pilot case, but has produced some interesting results and we aim to expand this going forward. Combining 
the Hub membership and internship, students provide stronger research experience on their CVs and obtain reference 
letters for application to  graduate schools.
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Local Research Training Course

As part of the intentional efforts made by 

the Hub to mentor and shape researchers 

for excellent work, the Hub conducted an 

extensive three months research mentorship 

program where professionals from various 

fields of research were engaged to teach and 

speak on research with the research 

students and early career researchers.

21



Participation in AuthorAID MOOC

The Hub has also succeeded in encouraging several tertiary students to join the AuthorAID MOOC 

training session to gain more knowledge and experience in research. 

There is still potential in this area and in the upcoming plans, we will factor this more.
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Event on Research and Policy

The AuthorAID Ghana Hub sponsored a very impactful event as part of  the 10th 
anniversary of  the Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) discussing the use of  AI as 
a tool to improve research and impact in the Global South. The focus of  an initiative like this 
cover issues like open access, and the use of  impact factor for promotional or assessment of  
researchers.

https://sfdora.org/anniversary-event/dora10-artificial-intelligence-with-chatgpt-and-researc
h-in-the-global-south/

The DORA initiative aims to drive research impact that is dependent on the content of  the 
specific research publication, and its impact but not merely by its inclusion in an ‘elite” 
journal which evidence shows Global South researchers find difficult to publish in.
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Event on Research and Policy Cont’d

The hub further supported other research events which were led by 
young researchers and policy enthusiasts.

Combating Cyber-insecurity, Mental Health, and Climate 
Poverty for a Resilient Adolescent and Youthful Future, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYHdXDSlvhs
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Mentorship to support Blog Writing

As part of the many steps taken by the AuthorAID Ghana Hub to 
develop a generation of excellent researchers, it has succeeded in 
modeling through mentorship, some of its trainees who supported 
the Hub by writing article briefs and blogs for publication by 
AuthorAID, UK. 

This is still at its initial stages and there are plans to drive some level 
of trickle down effect where previous writers mentor others. The 
following are some of the articles:

Basics of Large Language Models for Scientific Researchers, by 
Rhoda Ladjer Akuaku 
https://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1894/
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Mentorship to support Blog Writing

Integrated Health Management System, Archival Data 
Generation and Research in Ghana, by Beatrice Akweley Sebbie 
https://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1896/

A Student-Driven Approach for Nudging Undergraduates 
Towards Quality Research, by Rhoda Ladjer Akuaku 
https://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1892/

Undergraduate Academic Research Writing in Groups: Pitfalls 
and Strategies for Success, by Rhoda Ladjer Akuaku 
https://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1890/

A Quick Guide to Selecting an Excellent Research Project Topic 
and Title, by Stephen Bannah 
https://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1903/
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Mentorship to support Blog Writing Cont’d

With more other trainees developing write-ups on diverse research fields, the 
Hub aims to consistently support the AuthorAID blog writing efforts by 
providing an avenue for members to share their perspectives on research issues 
to others. Additionally, there was also an effort to drive policy-focused writing 
which was started with an initiative with Globaldev.blog. In this case, a brief was 
authored and presented to policy makers in Ghana’s climate and waste 
management sectors. The aim is to expand things of this nature.

Can climate finance address sanitation’s overlooked methane problem? A Global 
South perspective, co-authored by Wise Delight Duho 
https://globaldev.blog/can-climate-finance-address-sanitations-overlooked-met
hane-problem-a-global-south-perspective/
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Early Career Mentorship Programme

Together with the AuthorAID National Research Hub, Nigeria; and 
Apara Innovational, Nepal, the AuthorAID Ghana Hub has been 
providing a mentorship programme to support early career 
researchers across the Global South. 

The pilot programme involves the pairing of mentees to mentors who 
have been supporting the research agenda of junior members. 

As a pilot initiative, all the partners aim to learn from this to be able 
to develop future initiatives that will drive impact.
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Member Spotlight - From Long Essay to Journal 
Manuscript
Based on long essay of Rhoda Ladjer Akuaku.

An undergraduate member of the hub develops a 

journal article now submitted to Cogent Education 

from her long essay, thanks to the support of the 

Ghana Hub. The article is still under review and she 

plans to present it to the members of the Hub in the 

coming weeks as the review goes on. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GGOZBaXrjBoh633b

hdAlXLcUEbg5te-a/view?usp=sharing
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Member Spotlight - From Long Essay to Journal 
Manuscript Cont’d
Based on long essay of Divine Mensah Duho

Another research collaboration effort from the Lab 
was selected for presentation at the Global 
Development Network conference which happened 
in Ecuador. 

The presenting author won a conference grant and 
was funded to attend the conference but due to visa 
restrictions and complexities, he could not make it. 

He presented the manuscript at the virtual event 
which has 1000s of participants from all over the 
world. 
https://conf2023.gdn.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/
10/What-Determines-Biodiversity-or-Extinction-Dis
closure-of-Mining-Firms-in-Africa.pdf
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An MPhil Project Supported to be converted to a Journal 

Article

Forthcoming: Book review: Ezroj, A. 2021. Carbon Risk and Green 
Finance. Progress in Development Studies, 23(4), 1 - 3. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/14649934231200657
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Recent open access publication that benefited from the 

Hub: https://doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2023.2285142

The hub duly acknowledged in the article
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Contact
The Secretariat:
AuthorAID Ghana Hub
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/authoraidghana
Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/authoraidghanahub
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/authoraidghanahub/

Email: authoraidghanahub@datakingconsulting.com
Contact: +233543133307 (also WhatsApp) or +233594116302

*Report developed by Dataking Research Lab 
(https://datakingconsulting.com/) with the help of Rhoda Ladjer Akuaku
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